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a husband: he is the true elixir: and who ever ob*
tained a husband without praying to Ganapati? And
I heard, out of the midst of them, a voice like a
koMla.) saying: Nay, do not leave me all alone. Then
said another: Ha! Hai dost thou imagine that the
Tusky One will turn one of these trees into a husband
for thee? There is nothing to be feared. And
suddenly they all ran away, like a flock of pigeons
or parrots taking flight, leaving one only standing
still, in front of the image of the god in the tree.

So as she stood, I watched her, as little aware of
what was in her heart, as was she of who was just
beside her. And she waited, standing absolutely still,
watching her companions disappear. And then she
turned, and cast a glance at the god in the tree: and
she looked round, as if apprehensive lest someone
other than the god should overhear her. And all
unconscious, she looked straight at me, and I saw
her for the first time. And at that moment, another
god saw his opportunity, and entered my heart,
through the loophole of my eyes. And certainly he
never had a weapon more pointed or more poisonous
than the one who stood before me. For she was
nearly as tall as I was myself; and I think that the
Creator must have made her to show how straight
a thing could be compounded of a multitude of
intoxicating curves. For she looked as slender as the
stalk of a sugar-cane: and yet her shoulders and